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Introduction 
 
1. The market town of Diss and the surrounding six parishes are working together to prepare a 

Neighbourhood Plan, known as DDNP for the remainder of this document. The planning period for the 
Diss and District Neighbourhood Plan will be 2019-2036. The area (See Figure 1) is located partly within 
South Norfolk District and Mid-Suffolk. Collective Community Planning has been appointed by the parish 
councils to consider whether there is a need for a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) to be 
undertaken on DDNP. This is required under European Directive 2001/42/EC (the SEA Directive), 
transposed into UK law through the SEA Regulations1.  

 
2. SEA may be required for a Neighbourhood Plan, if it is likely to have significant environmental effects. 

Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is similar to SEA but includes assessment of the likely significant effects of a 
plan or programme on economic and social factors, as well as environmental factors. Planning Practice 
Guidance (PPG) clarifies that there is no legal requirement for a Neighbourhood Plan to be subject to SA, 
but that SA can be used to demonstrate how the plan will contribute to sustainable development.  

 
Figure 1: DDNP Designated Area 

 

 
1 The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (SI 2004/1633), as amended by the Environmental 
Assessment and Miscellaneous Planning (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2018 (SI 2018/1232). It should be noted that the 
purpose of the amendments to the SEA Regulations is to ensure tha the law functions correctly after the UK has left the 
European Union. No substantive changes are made to the way the SEA regime operates.  

http://www.collectivecommunityplanning.co.uk/
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SEA Screening 
 
Scope of the DDNP 
 
3. A draft (Regulation 14) version of DDNP is currently being developed. It is intended that this is subject to 

public consultation in early 2021.  
 

4. DDNP includes a vision for the long-term future of Diss and District, along with objectives to support 
delivery of this vision. The vision is ‘A vibrant community around a thriving market town’.  

 
5. DDNP will have a range of non-strategic planning policies to realise and deliver this vision. This includes 

providing for the development of a minimum of 600 new homes across the Neighbourhood Plan area. 
These new homes are distributed as follows: 

• Diss (including part of Roydon): minimum of 400 homes across  

• Roydon village: 25 new homes 

• Scole parish: 50 new homes (including a small number through existing permissions) 

• Burston and Shimpling: 25 new homes 

• Brome and Oakley: a minimum of 30 new homes and a new site for the village hall 
 

6. This level of growth is slightly above that required by the two Local Planning Authorities.  
 

7. Two parishes within DDNP will not have any allocations, Palgrave and Stuston.  
 

8. Further to this, it is possible that a number of employment allocations for Diss will be included within 
DDNP, these are carried forward from the current Local Plan2 to ensure that the growth strategy for the 
area falls in one planning document.  
 

9. Remaining policies are structured in relation to infrastructure requirements, including green 
infrastructure and protective policies, relating to Local Green Spaces, important views and heritage 
assets.  

 

Baseline Information 
 

10. This section summarises baseline information for the DDNP area, drawing on the Evidence Base which 
accompanies the Neighbourhood Plan.  

 
Context 
 
11. The Diss and District Neighbourhood Plan is a joint neighbourhood plan between Diss Town Council and 

six surrounding parish councils: Roydon, Burston and Shimpling, and Scole in South Norfolk; and Palgrave, 
Stuston, and Brome and Oakley in Mid-Suffolk. Diss is the main settlement, whilst the surrounding 
parishes are generally rural with small villages and some scattered development and farm buildings. 
 

12. Diss is a market town located in the Waveney Valley on the Norfolk/Suffolk border in South Norfolk. The 
town is connected by the A140, A1066 and regular rail services on the Norwich to London railway line. 
Diss has a wide selection of shops ranging from small local businesses to large superstores, meaning it 
not only serves its residents but the surrounding rural catchment. The town centre has a mixture of 

 
2 https://www.greaternorwichgrowth.org.uk/planning/joint-core-strategy/  

https://www.greaternorwichgrowth.org.uk/planning/joint-core-strategy/
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attractions including Georgian and Edwardian buildings, a public park, the Mere, auction rooms, the Diss 
Corn Hall Theatre, and a marketplace with a regular Friday market. 

 
13. Roydon village is located on the A1066 overlooking the Waveney Valley, and comprises several 

residential estates to the north of the road and a ribbon of development along its south side. To the east, 
an area of open fields containing an isolated row of dwellings on Factory Lane separates Roydon from 
the developed area of Diss. Elsewhere, the village is surrounded by open farmland affording attractive 
views to Snow Street and a shallow valley to the north, and across the larger Waveney Valley to the 
south. 
 

14. Scole is located partly on the edge of the Waveney Valley. The village is centred around the junction of 
the former routes of the A140 and A143. The village contains extensive frontage development to the 
north and east of this junction backed by several large housing estates. Relatively little development is 
located on the western side of the former A140, except for some limited frontage development along 
The Street and a small housing estate to the south of Diss Road. The area around the junction forms the 
village core and includes a variety of buildings of considerable historical significance. 

 
15. In Burston and Shimpling development is focused around the Diss Road/Rectory Road crossroads. The 

village has limited services such as Burston primary School, the church and the Crown public House. 
 

16. Palgrave is located south of Diss. The settlement consists of primarily 20th century residential 
development with several listed buildings mainly located around the triangular green around The Parish 
Church of Saint Peter. The Green is also the core of the settlement and the Conservation Area. 

 
17. Stuston is located west of the A140, south-east of Diss. The linear settlement pattern is concentrated 

along the Old Bury Road and consists of primarily listed buildings with a small number of 20th century 
residential development.  

 
18. Brome is located west of the A140, north of the Eye Airfield Site. The settlement consists of primarily 

linear 20th century residential development along the Rectory Road with a number of dispersed 
individual listed buildings and a small cluster of listed buildings in Brome Street. 

 
Biodiversity, flora and fauna 
 
19. There are no European Wildlife Sites within the Diss and District neighbourhood plan area. The nearest, 

Waveney and Little Ouse Valley Fens, is around 2.5km west. Breckland Special Protection Area lies 9.5km 
away. Wortham Ling and Gypsy Camp Meadows Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) lie adjacent the 
plan area and there are a number of other SSSI designations within fairly close proximity. There are no 
national designations within the plan boundary.  
 

20. Despite this, DDNP is situated within a sensitive environmental area, with the Waveney River Valley a 
key natural feature running directly through its centre. This provides an attractive setting for the 
settlements, giving the area a largely green rural feel.  
 

21. There are a number of designated ancient woodlands in Scole Parish, some of which are locally identified 
as county wildlife sites. Ancient woods are areas of woodland that have persisted since 1600 in England 
and Wales. This is when maps started to be reasonably accurate so we can tell that these areas have had 
tree cover for hundreds of years. They are relatively undisturbed by human development. 
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22. Roydon Fen Local Nature Reserve is situated on the edge of the Waveney Valley, part of a chain of fens 
that are strung like jewels along the Norfolk and Suffolk border. The reserve is tucked away down a small 
lane within a mile or so of Diss, offering a sense of the wildness and extensive wetland. 

 
23. There are 21 county wildlife sites across the DDNP area, covering areas of fenland importance, river 

valley and woodland. There are also two county wildlife sites directly adjacent the boundary.  
 
Population 
 
24. The DDNP area has a total population of 13,500, with over half of this concentrated within Diss. Of the 

villages, Roydon (2,500 people) and Scole (1,500 people) are the largest. Stuston is the smallest with a 
population of around 200. The area is growing, and there was a 9% increase in population between the 
2001 and 2011 Census.  
 

25. Just under a quarter (24%) of the population is aged 65 and over. The mean age is 45. Stuston and Scole 
have the highest average ages.  

 
Human Health 
 
26. Provision of age-related services is likely to become an increasing consideration for the Neighbourhood 

Plan area as the proportion of over 65s is growing.  
 
Soil 
 
27. Farming is a key land use across the rural parts of the neighbourhood plan area. Much of the land is 

graded as good to moderate (Grade 3) in quality, with some high value agricultural land (Grade 2) existing 
in the south around Stuston and Brome. 

 
28. Diss and part of Roydon is identified as ‘Urban’.  
 
Water 
 
29. The River Waveney which runs through the neighbourhood plan area is a key feature of both the 

landscape and water management. Low lying areas adjacent the river are at risk of both fluvial and tidal 
flooding. In terms of flood constraints in and around Diss, which is where most of the housing growth 
will be delivered, flood risk is greatest to the south, following the River Waveney, and to the east. 
 

30. Environment Agency mapping shows the extent of surface water flooding in the main settlement areas 
of Diss, Roydon and Scole. Diss is at risk from surface water flooding, however it is mostly confined to 
gardens and the road network as well as the flood plain of the existing watercourse. The Norfolk Local 
Flood Risk Management Strategy identifies that there are 90 properties at risk of surface water flooding 
in Diss and 20 in Scole. 

 
Air and Climatic Factors 
 
31. There are no Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) that have been declared within or close to the 

DDNP area.   
 

32. The DDNP Evidence Base indicates that there is an issue with traffic congestion in Diss town centre, 
particularly along the A1066 and Vince’s Road. Norfolk County Council has already implemented 
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initiatives to reduce the congestion along Vince’s Road by installing cameras and is working on a scheme 
to improve the Vince’s Road/A1066 roundabout to further improve access.  

 
Material Assets 
 
33. Diss and District is connected by the A140, A1066 and regular rail services from Diss town on the Norwich 

to London railway line. The A143 to Great Yarmouth and Bury St Edmunds runs east to west through the 
neighbourhood plan area, just south of the town. The town itself is around 20 miles south of Norwich. 
 

34. Traffic congestion in Diss is an issue, and some junctions on the A1066 are at capacity. Assessment work 
by Norfolk County Council indicates that traffic levels are set to increase by around 24% during the AM 
and PM peaks to 2036, without any additional growth. Large scale growth, particularly that delivered to 
the north or south of the town, will exacerbate this.  

 
35. Diss Town Council published a Car Parking report in 2015. The study aimed to understand parking 

behaviour in Diss. The study confirmed that there were adequate parking provisions in Diss as most 
drivers were able to park at their first-choice car park. The car parks in Diss are: Chapel Street Lower, 
Chapel Street Upper, Church Street Car Park, Mount Street Car Park, Park Road Car Park, Heritage 
Triangle Car Park, Shelfanger Road Car Park and Weavers Car Park additionally there are two large private 
car parks for customers of Morrisons and Tesco. 

 
36. The Sustrans National Cycle Route 30 (NCN 30) passes the outskirts of Diss, and there is an on-road link 

to Diss Railway Station. NCN 30 connect cyclists with Thetford, Diss and Harleston and provides access 
to other Sustrans cycle routes in Norfolk and Suffolk. 

 
37. Walking infrastructure within Diss is of a good standard and currently 19% of people walk to work. Most 

of the urban area of Diss is accessible within a 25-minute walk, this illustrates the potential for 
encouraging walking as a prominent mode of travel for short trips within the town. Most of the urban 
area of Diss has ample provision of footpaths on both sides of the road, with multiple pedestrian 
crossings. Cycling infrastructure within Diss is of a good standard, but improvements are needed. 

 
38. The Norfolk Market Town Centre Report 2019 found that Diss has 160 town centre retail and business 

units. Diss has the widest range of shops and services of the main towns in South Norfolk, as well as a 
broad range of employment opportunities mainly located to the east of the town centre close to the 
railway.  
 

39. A number of open spaces are located within the heart of Diss, including The Mere and adjacent park, as 
well as private open land that contributes significantly to the character of the town. The other parishes 
also have a number of areas available for public access and recreation. Various green spaces will be 
designated as Local Green Spaces in DDNP.  

 
40. There are primary schools in Diss, Roydon, Scole, Burston, Palgrave and Oakley. There is a high school in 

Diss.  
 
Cultural Heritage 
 
41. The Neighbourhood Plan area has a rich cultural heritage. There are 356 listed buildings, including 5 

grade I listed, and Diss, Scole, Palgrave and Burston & Shimpling have Conservation Areas. 
 

42. Diss is a historic market town. The conservation area includes the historic core and important green 
spaces at Fair Green, the Mere and Park, Rectory meadows, and the Parish Fields. The parish church 
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dates from the medieval period and many buildings survive from the 16th and 17th centuries. Fine 
examples of Georgian and Victorian buildings can be found on every street. The character has been 
eroded in places by home improvement and the negative impact of traffic on some streets.  

 
Landscape 
 
43. The countryside around Diss is characterised by gently sloping valley sides rising from the floodplain of 

the river, joining a gently undulating plain extending to the north. To the east the land rises from the 
river to the railway line. This gives a reasonably pleasant approach from the south and north, although 
later development has affected the setting from east and west.  
 

44. The neighbourhood plan area falls into five Landscape Character Areas: 

• Waveney Rural River Valley – Diss, Scole and Roydon 

• Waveney Tributary Farmland – Burston, Shimpling,  

• Rolling Valley Claylands – Brome 

• Rolling Valley Farmlands & Furze – Oakley, Stuston 

• Ancient Plateau Claylands – Palgrave 
 
45. Development considerations relevant to the neighbourhood plan area include: 

• Maintain and enhance the settlement pattern, ensuring a sense of separation between 
settlements; 

• Reinforce and enhance existing field boundaries; 
 

SEA Screening 
 
46. An assessment has been undertaken to determine whether the draft DDNP requires SEA in accordance 

with the SEA Regulations.  
 

47. Figure 2 presents the flow diagram entitled Application of the SEA Directive to plans and programmes 
which is taken from the Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive, published 
in September 20053.  

 
48. Figure 3 below assesses whether DDNP will require a full SEA. The questions in the first column are drawn 

from Figure 2 which sets out how the SEA Directive should be applied.  
 
  

 
3 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/7657/practicalguidesea.pd
f  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/7657/practicalguidesea.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/7657/practicalguidesea.pdf
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Figure 2: Application of the SEA Directive to plans and programmes 
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Figure 3: Application of SEA Directive to DDNP 
 

Stage Y/N Justification 

1 Is the PP subject to preparation and/or adoption by a 

national, regional or local authority OR prepared by an 

authority for adoption through a legislative procedure 

by Parliament or Government (Art. 2(a)) 

Y If passed through a referendum, DDNP 

becomes part of the District Council’s 

adopted Development Plan 

GO TO STAGE 2 

2 Is the PP required by legislative, regulatory or 

administrative provisions? (Art. 2(a)) 

Y It is not a requirement for a parish or area 

to produce a Neighbourhood Plan. 

However, because the plan (if adopted) will 

form part of the Development Plan, it must 

be screened for SEA 

GO TO STAGE 3 

3 Is the PP prepared for agriculture, forestry, fisheries, 

energy, industry, transport, waste management, water 

management, telecommunications, tourism, town and 

country planning or land use, AND does it set a 

framework for future development consent of projects 

in Annexes I and II to the EIA Directive? (Art. 3.2(a)) 

Y DDNP is prepared for town and country 

planning and land use. The plan sets out a 

framework within the Neighbourhood Plan 

area for future development including the 

allocation of housing, which may fall under 

parts 10 and 12 of Annexe II of the EIA 

Directive  

GO TO STAGE 5 

4 Will the PP, in view of its likely effect on sites, require 

an assessment under Article 6 or 7 of the Habitats 

Directive? (Art. 3.3) 

NOT APPLICABLE 

5 Does the PP determine the use of small areas at local 

level, OR is it a minor modification of a PP subject to 

Art. 3.2? (Art. 3.3) 

Y DDNP allocates sites for residential 

development. The policies relating to this 

will lead to small areas of development. 

DDNP also designates Local Green Spaces.  

GO TO STAGE 8 

6 Does the PP set the framework for future development 

consent of projects (not just projects in Annexes to the 

EIA Directive)? (Art. 3.4) 

NOT APPLICABLE 

7 Is the PP’s sole purpose to serve national defence or 

civil emergency, OR is it a financial or budget PP, OR is it 

co-financed by structural funds or EAGGF programmes 

2000 to 2006/7? (Art. 3.8, 3.9) 

NOT APPLICABLE 

8 Is it likely to have a significant effect on the 

environment? (Art. 3.5) 

Y SEE FIGURE 4 

 
49. Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations sets out the criteria for determining the likely significance of effects. 

These are listed in Figure 4 below along with comments on the extent to which the DDNP meets these 
criteria.  
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Figure 4: Likely Significant Effects 
 

SEA Directive Criteria LSE 

Y/N 

Comments 

1. The Characteristics of Plans and Programmes, having regard, in particular, to: 

a) The degree to which the plan or 

programme sets a framework for projects 

and other activities, either with regard to 

the location, nature, size and operating 

conditions or by allocating resources 

Y Once made, DDNP will become part of the statutory 

development plan and will guide the delivery of 

development within Diss and the surrounding 6 parishes. 

DDNP proposes to allocate sites to accommodate over 

600 new homes across the plan period up to 2036. This 

is slightly above the minimum requirement set out by 

the emerging Greater Norwich Local Plan (GNLP) and 

Joint Local Plan (JLP) for Babergh and Mid-Suffolk.  

Diss is identified as a Main Town in Policy 13 of the 

adopted Joint Core Strategy (JSC) for Broadland, Norwich 

and South Norfolk, expected to accommodate 300 new 

homes and employment growth to meet the needs of 

the town and large rural catchment. In the emerging 

GNLP Diss (with part of Roydon) remains a Main Town, 

expected to accommodate 400 additional new homes, 

on top of existing permissions, as set out in Policy 7.2. 

Roydon and Scole are designated Service Villages in the 

JCS Policy 15. These are required to deliver small-scale 

housing development and employment growth. The JCS 

included an allocation for Scole, but not Roydon.  

Burston and Shimpling is designated as Other Villages in 

the JCS Policy 16, with defined development boundaries 

to accommodate infill or small groups of dwellings and 

small scale business or services.  

Policy 7.4 of the emerging GNLP identifies a housing 

requirement to be met in village clusters, a total of 4,024 

homes to 2036, which will be further determined as part 

of a separate element of the Local Plan for South 

Norfolk, rather than the GNLP. South Norfolk Council has 

provided indicative housing growth figures for Scole, 

Roydon and Burston and Shimpling of 25 new dwellings 

each to 2036.  

The emerging JLP for Babergh and Mid-Suffolk (currently 

at Regulation 19) designates Palgrave, Brome and 

Stuston as Mid-Suffolk Hinterland Village and Oakley as a 

Hamlet Village. The plan makes a housing allocation to 

these villages in Policy SP04. The majority of this has 

been met through existing permissions, but two sites are 

allocated in Oakley for 15 dwellings. Policy SP04 requires 

Neighbourhood Plans to meet minimum housing targets, 

Plans can also seek to exceed these housing 

requirements.  
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SEA Directive Criteria LSE 

Y/N 

Comments 

b) The degree to which the plan or 

programme influences other plans and 

programmes including those in a hierarchy 

N DDNP has to be in general conformity with the local 

strategic framework (ie the adopted Local Plans) and the 

emerging Local Plans. DDNP must also have regard to 

the National Planning Policy Framework. It does not 

have influence over other plans. Once made DDNP will 

form part of the statutory development plan for Diss and 

District (Diss and surrounding parishes of Brome and 

Oakley, Burston and Shimpling, Palgrave, Roydon, Scole, 

Stuston) and will be used in conjunction with the current 

and emerging Development Plans (once adopted) for the 

South Norfolk Council area and the Babergh and Mid-

Suffolk Council area, to determine planning applications.  

c) The relevance of the plan or programme 

for the integration of environmental 

considerations in particular with a view to 

promoting sustainable development 

N One of the Basic Conditions which DDNP must meet is to 

contribute towards sustainable development.  

A number of policies within the plan will focus on 

environmental protection, including the identification of 

Green Infrastructure Corridors, designation of Local 

Green Spaces, protection of important public views and 

heritage assets. These aim to ensure effects on the 

environment are minimised within the plan area and 

promote positive action. Given the non-strategic nature 

of the DDNP this does not have the potential to restrict 

the delivery of other plans.  

d) Environmental problems relevant to the 

plan or programme 

Y Baseline information relating to DDNP was described 

earlier in this Screening Document. Known 

environmental problems that could be exacerbated by 

the planned growth include additional pressure on the 

historic town centre of Diss, the character of which has 

already been eroded through the towns growth. There is 

also an issue of congestion within Diss, and adverse 

impacts on local air quality could also be exacerbated 

through the generation of additional traffic likely 

through growth.  

e) The relevance of the plan or programme 

for the implementation of community 

legislation on the environment (eg plans 

and programmes linked to waste 

management or water protection) 

N None applicable.  

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in particular to: 

a) The probability, duration, frequency and 

reversibility of the effects 

Y DDNP proposes to allocate a range of sites across the 

plan area, with the main concentration within Diss and 

the South Norfolk villages. The allocations will amount to 

a minimum of 600 new dwellings.  

DDNP will cover the planning period 2020 to 2036 and 

the effects of this housing development that will occur 
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SEA Directive Criteria LSE 

Y/N 

Comments 

are expected to be long-term and permanent. Any 

effects associated specifically with construction are likely 

to be short-term and temporary.  

b) The cumulative nature of the effects Y DDNP will result in a number of development proposals 

being delivered across the Diss and District area, which 

cumulatively may affect the landscape quality of the 

area, creating a more urbanised feel. Cumulatively the 

growth may also affect the feel of separation between 

villages and Diss, which is noted as a key development 

consideration in the Landscape section above.  

The delivery of 600 new homes across the DDNP, in 

addition to growth that will be delivered as part of other 

plans (the Greater Norwich Local Plan and Mid-Suffolk 

and Babergh Joint Local Plan) in surrounding 

communities, will have a cumulative impact on road 

traffic. Some junctions on the A1066 are already at or 

near to capacity, and this could be exacerbated. 

There may be positive cumulative impacts. DDNP will 

identify a series of Green Infrastructure Corridors, with 

the intention of these being the focus of habitat 

enhancement within the plan area. Cumulative delivery 

of growth, and other projects, across the NP area should 

deliver targeted and improved ecological connectivity.  

c) Transboundary nature of effects N DDNP is unlikely to result in transboundary effects on 

another Member State.  

d) The risks to human health or the 

environment (for example, due to 

accidents) 

N There are no anticipated risks to human health or the 

environment from DDNP.  

e) The magnitude and spatial extent of the 

effects (geographical area and size of the 

population likely to be affected) 

N The DDNP area has a total population of 13,500 with the 

majority of these residing in Diss. It sits within the 

context of a total population in South Norfolk of 124,000 

and 97,000 in Mid-Suffolk. The DDNP remains a non-

strategic plan and the principle of development that will 

take place has already been established within the GNLP 

and JLPs.  

f) The value and vulnerability of the area 

likely to be affected due to – 

i. Special natural characteristics or 

cultural heritage; 

ii. Exceeded environmental quality 

standards or limit values; or 

iii. Intensive land-use 

 

Y DDNP is situated within a sensitive environmental area, 

with the Waveney River Valley a key natural feature 

running directly through its centre. The DDNP area is 

home to a number of designated ancient woodlands, a 

local nature reserve and 21 County Wildlife Sites.  

Designated sites are considered in section g) below.  

The entire NP area has a rich cultural heritage. There are 

over 350 listed buildings, including 5 grade I, and four of 

the settlements have Conservation Areas. It is likely that 
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SEA Directive Criteria LSE 

Y/N 

Comments 

several of the allocations for housing growth will be 

nearby or adjacent listed buildings, or even within 

Conservation Areas, which could give rise to potential 

impacts.  

g) The effects on areas of landscapes which 

have a recognised national, Community or 

international protection status 

Y/N Although there are no European or national designations 

within the area, there are several SSSIs adjacent or 

within close proximity. The majority of the NP area lies 

within a SSSI impact risk zone, including Diss, where the 

majority of the growth will be delivered. The nearest 

European designated site is around 2.5km away.  

Effects on European designated nature conservation 

sites, which are likely to lead to a Habitats Regulations 

Appraisal (HRA), will be considered as part of an HRA 

Screening Assessment.  

 
SEA Screening Conclusion 
 
50. A Screening Assessment has been undertaken by applying the criteria from the SEA Directive and 

Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations to determine whether or not the DDNP is likely to have significant 
environmental effects when assessed against the topics listed in the SEA Regulations.  
 

51. DDNP will set out a vision and detailed planning policies, including site allocations, to shape development 
in seven parishes up to 2036. Overall, it proposes to allocate a minimum of 600 new homes, with the 
majority being delivered in Diss (including part of Roydon). This residential development could have a 
range of environmental effects during the construction period and afterwards. This includes impacts on 
natural features, cultural heritage and potential for exacerbating existing environmental problems such 
as traffic congestion.  

 
52. This screening has identified that DDNP will contain some mitigating policies, and mitigation may also be 

provided by the policies in the emerging Greater Norwich Local Plan and Joint Local Plan for Babergh and 
Mid-Suffolk. However, at this stage it is not possible to determine that these will fully mitigate the 
potential impacts identified.  

 
53. On this basis, it is considered that DDNP does have the potential to have significant environmental 

impacts, and SEA is required.  
 
 


